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...he gave them power
and authority...and he
sent them out o
preach the kingdom of
God and to heal the
sick.

Luke 9:1-2
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BY DR. BRIAN FIKKERT
We hear this question from
time to time as people
struggle to understand what the

, Genterdaes We admit
re a bit unusual! We are

thma!e We" I wﬂ] try-fo
answer this question by giving you

N the big picture and some

I.lStl'ﬂ.tIOl'JS usmg the articles in

Mission and Vision
It is our hope that NO low-
income person will ever hear of
the Chalmers Center. Rather, we
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The Newlyweds: Flor and Joselin
A Present Day Story of
Redemption

BY ANNE CHILDS

efore her marriage to Joselin,

Flor left the village of Caborachi
to work as a housekeeper for a
woman in the city of Juarez,
Mexico. To prevent Flor from
leaving her services, the woman
encouraged Flor to borrow money
from her to help Flor’s parents back
in Caborachi. The debt was so large
that Flor’s monthly wages
contributed little to its reduction,
binding her to her employer like a
slave. After her marriage, Flor was
forced to return to work in Juarez to
pay off her debt. Separated by

hundreds of miles as well as by an
obligation of 7000 pesos (about 700
U.S. dollars), Flor and Joselin
despaired of living together any time
soon.

In the spring 0f 2002, John Childs,
Development Ministries Coordinator
for AmeriTribes, attended the
Chalmers Center’s Christian
Economic Development Institute at
Covenant College in Lookout
Mountain, Georgia. It was here that
he was exposed to the concept of the
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want to be able to walk into a slum
anywhere in the world and ask the
people living there, “Who loves
you?” and have them respond, “That
church over there loves me. In fact,
they are Jesus to me, because they
care about my body and my soul just
as Jesus does.”

Now if the local church is to look
like Jesus, it must do what He did.
Namely, it must declare the good
news of the Kingdom of God—
Christ’s healing of the entire
cosmos—in both word and deed
(Luke4:18-21;4:43; 7:18-23;9:1-2;
10:1-9; Acts 1:1; 2:22). The
particular deeds that the Chalmers
Center is cultivating in the local
church center on economic
development, i.e. enabling low-
income persons to be able to support
themselves and their families
through their own work.

Our focus on the local church
does NOT imply that we believe that
only the local church should help the
poor. Individuals and other
institutions in society have a role to
play as well. We also do NOT
believe that the local church
necessarily must own, manage, and
operate all its ministries to the poor.
In fact, at times there are both
theological and practical reasons
which suggest that the local church
might want to start new para-church
ministries or partner with existing
ones. Finally, we do NOT believe
that the primary goal of the local
church is to wipe out economic
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poverty. Rather, the task of the
church is to embody Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 1:23; 4:7-13; 5:22-33) by
doing what He did: Declaring in word
and in deed that Jesus Christ is King
of Kings and Lord of Lords. If the
church does not communicate this
message clearly, it will have failed
even if it manages to eradicate world
hunger.

Implementing the Mission

As the above diagram illustrates,
the Chalmers Center accomplishes
its mission by researching church-
centered, holistic, economic
development strategies and then
training others to implement those
strategies effectively. The Center
does not intend to have an ever-
expanding list of projects that we are

implementing directly all over the
world. Rather, we want the local
church to do that, and we are not
the local church.

Research

As the lower, right portion of the
diagram shows, the Chalmers
Center begins its research by
reading the relevant academic
literature, by studying the programs
of organizations and churches, and
by learning from the research and
experiences of the students in the
Community Development Major at
Covenant College. For more
information about this major and the
students” research and learning
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The Chalmers Center is a research and educational initiative of Covenant
College. a liberal arts institution operated by the Presbyterian Church in
America. Covenant’s motto—*In All Things Christ Pre-eminent™ (Colossians
1:18)—is the touchstone of all college endeavors as it seeks to appropriate the
mind of Christ in each academic discipline. The college offers a rigorous
academic program in the Reformed tradition and strives to instill a biblical

worldview in its students.


































